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THE VILLAGE OF UDE.
HISTORICAL AND ETHNOGRAPHIC DESCRIPTION

This book is a publication of one of Latifshah Baratashvili’s manuscripts.
He was a Georgian historian, who was exiled from Meskheti (southern
Georgia) to Uzbekistan in 1944 by the Soviet regime. The book is written
and published in Georgian. It gives a detailed description of his homeland
village of Ude, one of the largest villages of Georgia. Author discusses a
geographical location of the village, an everyday life of local residents,
toponymy, ethnography, folklore, traditional medicine... In addition, some
important historical events of the region are described. An overview of the
main family names of the village, the origin of these family names, their
transformation and the situation as of 1944 are described.

The book traces the identity of the inhabitants of the village of Ude.
During the reign of the Ottoman Empire (XVI — XIX centuries), all residents
- Orthodox Georgians, were forced to change their religion. Some of
them became Catholics, others Muslims. Latifshah Baratashvili shows
that, despite religious differences the population of Ude considers itself
Georgians.

More of Latifshah Baratashvili’s works regarding lifestyle, ceremonies,
clothes and jewelry of Meskheti residents; descriptions of some historical
periods of this region that had not been previously described by any other
scholar are unique. They are a great value for Georgian historical science.
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